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Inventor(s) Application Number Filing Date 

Hahn et al. 10/189,344 July 3, 2002 

As this application is available through the Patent Office's PAIR system in Image File 
Wrapper format, no copy is enclosed in accordance with the Patent Office's Official 
Gazette notice dated September 23, 2004. 

There are several foreign patent documents listed in the attached Form 
PTO/SB/08A. Copies of each are enclosed. Note that, per the European Patent Office, 
W096/19183 is the official publication of EP 0 801 554 Al according to Article 158 of 
the EPC. 
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FR 2361904. As FR 2047885 and FR 2361904 are not published in the English 
language, the corresponding Supplemental European Search Report where those 
documents were cited against an application assigned to the present assignee is included. 
For reference, "Supp. EP Search" is included in the column denoted "Pages, Columns, 
Lines, Where Relevant Passages or Relevant Figures Appear." 

In the accompanying Form PTO/SB/08A, one asterisk in the column denoted 
"Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant Passages or Relevant Figures Appear" is used 
in conjunction with the actual document number that was cited by a foreign patent office, 
and which triggered inclusion in the Information Disclosure Statement of the 
corresponding English-language family member set forth in the same line of the Form 
PTO/SB/08A. A copy of that foreign patent document is also included. In addition, an 
English-language translation of the Japanese Office Action in which the foreign patent 
document was cited is also provided. 

In the accompanying Form PTO/SB/08A, two asterisks in the column denoted 
"Document Number" mean that an English-language equivalent family member is not 
available for the listed document. However, an English-language translation of the 
Japanese Office Action in which those documents were cited is provided as well as an 
English-language abstract. Hence, the term "Office Action" is included in the column 
denoted "Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant Passages or Relevant Figures Appear." 

In the accompanying Form PTO/SB/08A, three asterisks after JP-A-1 1/502504 in 
the column denoted "Document Number" means that W096/19183 is an English- 
language equivalent family member available for the listed document. Similarly, four 
asterisks after JP-B-06/080544 means that EP 0 559 262 Al is an English-language 
equivalent family member available fro the listed document. EP 0 559 262 Al was 
previously considered by the Patent Office. Nevertheless, copies of both of those 
English-language documents are included with this submission. In addition, an English- 
language translation of the Japanese Office Action in which the Japanese patent 
documents listed were cited is also provided. Hence, the term "Office Action" is 
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included in the column denoted "Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear" for each document. 

As this submission is being filed after a first Office Action on the merits, but prior 
to close of prosecution, enclosed is a Form PTO-2038, authorizing the Patent Office to 
charge the required fee of $180 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) to the designated credit 
card. It is believed that no additional fee is due in conjunction with this Information 
Disclosure Statement. However, if any fee should become payable, or credit due, please 
charge or credit the same to Deposit Account No. 50-2785. 
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